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If China was severely criticised for keeping the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak that began in November 

2019 shrouded in secrecy and for sharing the genetic sequence on a public database only on January 12, 

2020, countries that are transparent and quick in sharing vital information are not rewarded but are 

punished. After the first infection by a new variant — it has 32 mutations in the spike protein alone — 

was confirmed from a specimen collected on November 9, Botswana and South Africa diligently posted 

its genetic sequence on the public database, on November 23. Instead, the travel bans now imposed on 

South Africa and a few other African countries are not only incongruous but can actually be 

counterproductive. Such rash decisions disincentivise countries from promptly reporting and sharing 

vital data with huge public health implications, particularly during the pandemic. The demonstration by 

Botswana and South Africa of their capability to quickly detect new variants through superior 

surveillance via genomic sequencing needs to be rewarded through enhanced vaccine access to protect 

Africa and cut the risk of new variants. On November 30, the Netherlands reported that samples 

collected on November 19 and 23, before South Africa announced its findings and the travel bans went 

into effect, were of the Omicron variant. While it is unclear whether these people had also visited 

southern Africa, 14 of the 61 passengers returning from South Africa on November 26 and who tested 

positive for Omicron showed different strains. This suggests that the people were ‘very probably 

infected independently... from different sources and in different locations’. 
Belgium and Germany too have reported the presence of the variant well before South Africa 

flagged it. Even if the Omicron variant did not emerge in Europe, the presence of the variant before 

South Africa notified it and the travel bans strongly suggests that the variant was already spreading in 

some European countries. It also reflects the relatively poor surveillance in place there when compared 

with the two African countries. This underscores the need to have systems in place that delay or reduce 

the spread of the new variant through testing prior to or upon arrival or the application of quarantine, 

as recommended by WHO. An indiscriminate travel ban is no solution. Several countries, including India, 

have already reported cases of the Omicron variant, said to pose a ‘very high’ global risk. Though disease 

severity in different categories of people still remains unclear, preliminary evidence suggests that the 

new variant increases the risk of reinfection and possesses a possible transmission advantage, as seen in 

the surge in Omicron cases in South Africa. It is time India increases the pace of vaccination and has 

better adherence to COVID-appropriate behaviour to cut the risk. 

 

 cut (verb) – reduce, decrease, lessen. 

 outbreak (noun) – outburst, flaring up, 

breakout, sudden appearance/occurrence of 

something. 

 shroud (verb) – cover, conceal, hide. 

 genetic (adjective) – relating to 

genes/genetics. 

 genome (noun) – the genetic material (a 

complete set of DNA, including all of its genes) 

of an organism. The sum total of the genetic 

material of a cell or an organism. 

 sequence (noun) – the complete order of 

compounds/building blocks (nucleotides) of 

nucleic acids, such as RNA or DNA. 

 genome sequence (noun) – a process that 

determines the order, or sequence, of the DNA 

(nucleotides i.e., A, C, G and U) in each of the 

genes present in the virus’s genome. 

 transparent (adjective) – open/candid, 

forthright, straightforward, honest. 

 vital (adjective) – key, essential, important. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 mutation (noun) – a significant and basic 

“alteration/variation” in the DNA sequence. 

 spike (S) protein (noun) – spike (S) protein is 

the sole viral membrane protein responsible 

for coronavirus entry into host cells. 

 specimen (noun) – sample. 

 diligently (adverb) – carefully, attentively, 

thoroughly. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict, urge (an 

unwelcome decision).  
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 incongruous (adjective) – inappropriate, 

contradictory, irreconcilable, strange, odd, 

absurd, bizarre. 

 counterproductive (adjective) – harmful, 

damaging, dangerous/destructive. 

 rash (adjective) – reckless, impulsive, hasty. 

 disincentivise (verb) – discourage, prevent, 

stop. 

 promptly (adverb) – quickly, swiftly, rapidly. 

 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine 

handling public health; public health is also the 

science of protecting and improving the health 

of people and their communities through 

education, policy making and research for 

disease and injury prevention. 

 implications (noun) – consequence/outcome, 

ramification, repercussion. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 demonstration (noun) – manifestation, 

indication, revelation, display. 

 surveillance (noun) – monitoring, observation, 

scrutiny, inspection. 

 genomic (adjective) – relating to the gene 

(genetic material) of a living thing. 

 enhanced (adjective) – improved, reinforced, 

increased. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 go/put/come into effect (phrase) – 

implement, apply, carry out. 

 strain (noun) – variety, kind, type; variant, 

mutant. 

 probably (adverb) – most likely, in all 

likelihood, all things considered, perhaps. 

 flag (verb) – indicate, identify, point out. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, reveal, exhibit. 

 relatively (adverb) – comparatively, 

proportionately, somewhat, to a certain 

extent/degree. 

 in place (phrase) – set up, established, 

arranged. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 quarantine (noun) – a process of separating 

out people, animals and things (such as plants) 

from others for a period of time in order to 

control/restrict the spread of a contagious 

disease; Quarantine is imposed to separate 

and restrict the movement of persons, who 

may have been exposed to infectious disease, 

but not yet known to be ill. 

 indiscriminate (adjective) – thoughtless, 

unthinking, unconsidered, casual, careless, 

aimless, foolish, mindless, impulsive, ill-

considered. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 

(a problem or danger or risk). 

 severity (noun) – seriousness. 

 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 

 adherence (noun) – compliance, observance, 

conformity. 

************************************************************************************* 

A Bill that the government of the land intends to make law, cannot be exclusivist at the very 

outset; and at least, with the time of passage, it is imperative that it loses its biases. It cannot exclude 

certain categories of citizens from the benefits and rights that the law seeks to confer upon the people 

of the country. And, that is what the Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Bill, 2020, that was 

passed in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday, has done, by excluding two categories — LGBTQIA+ and single 

men. Undoubtedly, the time has indeed come for such a Bill; for government intervention to regulate 

the field of fertility treatments, and by seeking to establish a national registry and registration authority 

for all clinics and medical professionals in the segment, it will fill a vacuum. The Bill has provisions to 

protect the rights of the donors, the commissioning couple and the children born out of ART, to grant 

and withdraw licences for clinics and banks depending on performance factors. It proposes to make it 

impossible for outlaws to operate within the system and profit from it, while exploiting patients. It also 

plans to put an end to illegal trafficking in embryos, and mistreatment of the poor coerced by their 

circumstances into donating eggs or sperm. 
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It is unfathomable that a Bill, so progressive by its very nature, would glaringly exclude members 

of the LGBTQIA+ community and single men. As citizens, these groups too have the right to exercise 

reproductive rights. The omission is particularly baffling considering that the legislation has made 

provisions for single women too, apart from a commissioning heterosexual couple. The Union Health 

Minister said that several recommendations made by the Parliamentary Standing Committee had been 

considered. Unfortunately, despite expert recommendations to include both categories, the Committee 

recommended ‘it would not be appropriate to allow live-in couples and same sex couples to avail the 

facility of ART’ citing the best interest of the child born through ART. It also recorded that ‘given [the] 

Indian family structure and social milieu and norms, it will not be very easy to accept a child whose 

parents are together but not legally married’. While the law would do well to be cognisant of the 

sentiments of the people, its purpose is also to nudge retrograde social norms out of their freeze-frames 

towards broader acceptance of differences and preferences. Legislators have also pointed out that the 

Surrogacy Bill intrinsically connected with the ART Bill was pending in the Rajya Sabha, and that it would 

only be appropriate that both Bills be considered together before they are passed. The ball is now 

squarely in the court of the Upper House; legislators can still set right the omissions and introduce the 

spirit of justice in the letter of the law. 

 

 reproductive rights (noun) – Reproductive 

rights rest on the recognition of the basic right 

of all couples and individuals to decide freely 

and responsibly the number, spacing and 

timing of their children and to have the 

information and means to do so, and the right 

to attain the highest standard of sexual and 

reproductive health. 

 difference (noun) – dissimilarity, distinctness, 

unevenness, variation. 

 orientation (noun) – attitude, inclination, 

direction, intention. 

 Bill (noun) – A Bill is a draft statute that 

becomes law after it is passed by both the 

Houses of Parliament and assented to by the 

President. All legislative proposals are brought 

before Parliament in the forms of Bills. 

 the land (noun) – country, nation. 

 exclusivist (noun) – the doctrine/belief that 

only one particular belief or system is true. 

 at the (very) outset (phrase) – at the (very) 

beginning. 

 outset (noun) – beginning, start. 

 passage (noun) – enactment, passing, 

ratification, acceptance, approval.  

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, 

crucial, critical, essential, necessary. 

 bias (noun) – prejudice, partisanship, 

favouritism, unfairness, onesidedness. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 confer (verb) – present to, grant to, hand out 

to, give to, give out to. 

 Assisted Reproductive Technology (APT) 

(noun) – The Bill defines ART to include all 

techniques that seek to obtain a pregnancy by 

handling the sperm or the oocyte (immature 

egg cell) outside the human body and 

transferring the gamete or the embryo into the 

reproductive system of a woman. Examples of 

ART services include gamete (sperm or oocyte) 

donation, in-vitro-fertilisation (fertilising an 

egg in the lab), and gestational surrogacy (the 

child is not biologically related to surrogate 

mother).  

 gamete (noun) – reproductive cells/sex cells. 

Female gametes are called ova or egg cells, 

and male gametes are called sperm.  

 oocyte (noun) – an immature egg cell; an 

immature ovum; ova is the plural of ovum. 

 in vitro (adjective) – Latin, literally ‘in glass’; 
relating to the process of fertilization in a test 

tube or outside the body, whereas “in vivo” 

literally means ‘in a living thing’. 
 fertilization (noun) – The process of combining 

the male gamete (sperm) with the female 

gamete (ovum/mature egg cell). 

 LGBTQIA+ community (noun) – lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, 

intersex, asexual (and many other terms) 

Community.   

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (4
th

-FEBRUARY-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of 

intervening in something; involvement, 

interference. 

 regulate (verb) – control, oversee, govern, 

monitor something (by using rules and 

regulations). 

 fertility (noun) – ability to conceive, potency, 

reproductiveness. 

 vacuum (noun) – gap, lacuna. 

 provision (noun) – term, clause, requirement, 

specification, stipulation. 

 commissioning couple (noun) – couples who 

use surrogacy as a way to have a child. 

 surrogacy (noun) – the process of carrying of a 

pregnancy (by artificial insemination or surgical 

implantation of a fertilized egg) and giving 

birth to a child by surrogate mother for 

intended parents.  

 outlaw (noun) – criminal, robber. 

 exploit (verb) – take advantage of, make use 

of, utilize, capitalize on, benefit from. 

 put an end to (phrase) – stop, terminate, 

abolish. 

 trafficking (noun) – the activity of buying and 

selling goods/animal/people illegally; 

(illegal/illicit) trading, dealing. 

 embryo (noun) – an early stage of 

development of unborn child. it develops from 

a single cell (called zygote) resulting from the 

fertilization of the female egg cell by the male 

sperm cell. 

 coerce (verb) – pressure, force, 

compel/influence. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition, 

context. 

 unfathomable (adjective) – difficult to 

understand; incomprehensible, cryptic, 

mysterious, perplexing/bewildering. 

 progressive (adjective) – forward-looking, 

forward-thinking; reforming, revolutionary. 

 glaringly (adverb) – obviously, strikingly, 

conspicuously. 

 exercise (verb) – use, employ, make use of, 

utilize; engage in. 

 omission (noun) – leaving out, exclusion, 

elimination, absence, non-inclusion. 

 baffling (adjective) – perplexing, puzzling, 

bewildering, mystifying. 

 legislation (noun) – body of laws, acts, rules, 

regulations, statutes. 

 heterosexual (adjective) – (of a person) 

sexually attracted to people of the opposite 

sex. 

 live-in (adjective) – relating to a couple living 

together with mutual consent and without any 

boundaries of marriage. 

 avail (verb) – use, utilize, take advantage of (an 

opportunity/resources). 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 milieu (noun) – context, background, 

backdrop; environment, atmosphere. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rules of 

conduct. 

 cognisant (adjective) – aware, well informed 

about, familiar with. 

 sentiment (noun) – feeling, thought, view, 

opinion. 

 nudge (verb) – push, prod, encourage, prompt. 

 retrograde (adjective) – unprogressive, 

negative, reverse/regressive. 

 freeze-frame (noun) – a single 

picture/image/impression/concept. 

 legislator (noun) – a member of a legislature 

(parliament/legislative assembly); lawmaker, 

representative. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 

indicate, draw attention to. 

 intrinsically (adverb) – naturally, essentially, 

basically, fundamentally. 

 the ball is in your court (phrase) – it is now 

your responsibility or your turn to take action; 

it is up to you to take action now. 

 squarely (adverb) – precisely, exactly, just, 

directly. 

 letter and spirit (phrase) – (adhering 

to/obeying) both literal interpretation/wording 

and the spirit/intent/purpose of the law.  
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